Myra Slater Stiles
June 17, 1936 - October 23, 2020

On Friday, October 23, 2020, Myra Slater Stiles, loving wife and mother of three children
and four grandchildren passed away in Memphis, TN at the age of 84. Myra had a sudden
diagnosis of aggressive lung cancer. She was in the hospital for a short period of time and
moved swiftly and peacefully to her passing. Her children were with her at the end. Myra
was preceded in death by her husband of 55 years, Robert Neal Stiles, and survived by
their children, Allison Stiles (Rob Cohn), Sarah Foster (Glenn Foster), Robert Stiles
(Katherine Miller), and grandchildren, Emily, Kat, Eryn and Ian.
Myra was born to Marvel Haddox Slater and Charles Slater in Parkersburg, West Virginia
in 1936. She was the oldest sibling and had three brothers; Charles, Richard, and Robert.
Myra moved from West Virginia to Columbia, Missouri to attend the University of Missouri
where she received a BA of Journalism and MA in English. It was there she met her future
husband Robert (Bob) Stiles. Myra and Bob were married in 1959 in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Allison was born in Columbia, Missouri. After college Myra worked as a high school
journalism teacher and a publishing proofreader. They lived in Evanston, Illinois and
Indianapolis, Indiana where Sarah was born before moving the final time in 1968 to
Memphis, Tennessee where Rob was born. The family moved to Memphis a month after
the killing of Martin Luther King, and the events of that year compelled her to work in
support of the democratic process and in local Democratic politics.
She began working with the Volunteer Women’s Roundtable, the campaign of Harold Ford
Sr., as well as for Bill Farris who was centrally involved in Tennessee Democratic politics.
She transitioned to working full time for the law firm of Farris, Hancock, Gillman, and in
addition to being a wonderful mother she went on to being an officer, president, and
treasurer of the Democratic Women of Shelby County, positions with the Shelby County
Democratic Executive Committee, and offices including President of the Tennessee
Federation of Democratic Women. Myra was active on the campaigns of Harold Ford Sr.,
Harold Ford Jr., Beverly Marrero, Mary Wilder, and numerous others on the national, state,
and local levels. She attended four Democratic National Conventions and two presidential
inaugurations.
Myra’s belief in elections being the heart of the democratic process led her to become a
member of the Shelby County Election Commission from ’87-’99, ’01-’03, and ’07-‘11

where she was Chairman from ‘07-‘09. Memphis mayor Jim Strickland proclaimed
February 20, 2016 ‘Myra Stiles Day’ for her dedicated service to the city and citizens of
the city. Since 2003 Myra has been an active member of Mothers of the NILE whose
mission is to reduce the number of children entering the juvenile justice system. Myra
loved politics, support of her fellow women, and the democratic electoral process. She
came to be known as one who knows the rules and does the job right without fanfare and
little publicity. Her faith in democracy never wavered.
There will be a private burial on October 28 handled by Canale Funeral Directors, and a
memorial on Saturday, November 7. Contact Canale Funeral Directors for more
information.
In lieu of flowers consider a donation to the Myra C. Stiles Scholarship Foundation of the
Democratic Women of Shelby County or to the charity of your choice.
Check to:
Democratic Women of Shelby County (DWSC)
Memo: Myra C. Stiles Scholarship Foundation
PO Box 772311
Memphis, TN 38177

Cemetery
Elmwood Cemetery
824 S. Dudley Street
Memphis, TN, 38104

Comments

“

Mary Wilder and Chuck Fox purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of
Myra Slater Stiles.

Mary Wilder and Chuck Fox - October 26, 2020 at 11:32 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tom Stiles - October 26, 2020 at 09:57 AM

“

Myra and I go wayyyy back. In my early association with the Democratic Women it
was like being a fixture in Myra’s home on McLean. All of our meetings were held
there and even Christmas Parties. Her husband Bob was always so accommodating.
After my life took a change causing me to travel, I didn’t attend meetings but always
paid my dues. Could never remember when they were due so often they were paid
years in advance but Myra always kept track. Years later when I re-entered politics
Myra had retired but I could always see a need for her in some capacity and this was
the first year she let me down! She did ask once was I ever going to let her retire?
Knew her health was failing but felt blindsided by her aggressive cancer diagnosis.
She was a matriot of the Democratic Women and we are so glad her memory will live
on through the Myra C Stiles Scholarship Award. She will be missed!

Norma Lester, President Democratic Women - October 25, 2020 at 10:16 PM

“

I have many great memories of Myra!! Ribs in the dining room in Memphis with both
she and Sarah’s dad...celebrating birthdays. Such great times! Hugs and prayers to
your entire family. She will be greatly missed!! Lisa and Devan Norman

Lisa Norman - October 25, 2020 at 08:48 PM

“

Sorrow comes to all...
Perfect relief is not possible, except with time.
You cannot realize that you will ever feel better
....and yet...you are sure to be happy.
—-Abraham Lincoln
Some pics from a Fripp Island fishing trip 1996

Maggie Leighty - October 25, 2020 at 08:45 PM

